HISTORY OF PROViUanGbs CuMETERY ASSOCIATION

¥ritten by Mrs. O.M.Tillman 1968
Reeording Seeretary sinee 1987

previous to organizimg the Providenece

For several years ( maybe 20)
Cemerery Assoeciation the semetery at Providence Chureh(or Windsor) had been
, exeept for a few spots kept up by individuals who triedto keep

neglected
their immediate family graves clean, The fence was down, eattle and hogs
more than half the cemetery was over—grown with serub oaks

ranged there,
and trees. There was no water nearer than the house of a neighbor.

The custom was, and still is, to have a cemetery work—day twice a year,

on the Saturday before the third Sunday in May and Oectober. For many years
etery were represented on Inrk-iuy: and the

most faemilies wio used the eem
and more of the families

cemetery was partly kept up: buti as timewent on,more

whe had buried their dead there moved away and 4id not get to the work-days,

During the same time, and for the same reason the membership of the c¢hureh
the

there changed. Most of the members of the ehureh were not interesied in
cemetery,and do not have any kin burrier there, and never expected to use it

themselves.
The state or econdition of the cemetery was brought to mind eand

diseussed at eaech work-day meeting, as more of ihe cemetery was left to
of the lack of labor to do the work., A few of us

grow up eaeh time because
who are deseendants of the founders of Providence Methodist Chureh and

Gemetery began talking of forming an association for the purpose of care of
and improvement of eonditions of the whole cemetery. Quite a number of us
are members of Orange Creek Methodist Chureh and Campville Methodist Chureh.

We talked but did nothing about it because none of us knew how to begin,

In May, ml'r.m. Ghulin Rogers, whe at that time was pastor of

‘both Providence and 'é;;]iﬁllr Methodist Churches attended one of our work-
day meetings, After hearing the diseussion about an asseciation,he asked

that the Orange Creek Churech and the Campville Chureh each send a som~
nittee to meet with one that he would appoint atbthe Providenece Chureh,
The groups from Orange Creek and Campville Churches met with the econgrega~
tion of Providenee Chureh after services there on the night of August ol
1967, Mrs. Ruby VWaters, Mr. L.0.Beekham, and Mrs. 0.M.Tillman came from

Jrange Creek and Mrs. Myra MacCanon from Campville, Mr. Rogers ealled
the meeting to order, and after stating that the purpose of the meeting

was to form an assoeiation for improvement and care of the cemetery at




A

Myra MaeCanon was glocted treasurer. il | B
The new officers met immediately for plans, whish were to name the

organization "The Providence Cemotery Assoeiation : to ask all persens who were
interested or had loved ones buried in the semetery te become members of the
Asspeiaticon and to pay 95.00 per year membership dues to be weed deposited
in the Bank of Hawthorne and ussd for the care and improvement of the cemetery.
Ve published a notiee in the Gainesville Sun asking &ll interested parties
to attend the next Work-day meet, which would be im Oetober of that year,

$30,00 in d@ues was reeceived the night the Asseeciation was orgenized.
Pefore the Oetober VWork-day, L.O.Beckham was killed by lightmning.

The first order of busivess after the approval by all the members of the
organization and plans of the Providenee Cemetery Association was %o elect

2 suecessor for L.0.Beekham, His son J.0O.Beckham, was elected to the plaece.
fhen Mrs. Bessie Hope stated that she thought there should be five trustees
instead of three. After some discussion the members voled to eleet twe more
trustees., All offiecers to serve one year, (o be reelecied or replaced at the
October Vork-day meeting eaech year. Mrs Hepe nominated her brother-in-law,
Prank Hope for ome trustee, and Seth 0. Miller was nominated by Jaek Backhan,
They were both eleected. It was decided that the Bxeeutive board, or the five
Trustees and the Seeretary and Treasurer should meet eaeh First FPriday in

each month, at the Providenece Chureh to decidev ways and means for the work | |

to be done. Any or all members of the association were invited %o all meet-

ings., The Board met at the ehurehfor a year or more but the road being under
construetion and rainy weather made itravel to the echureh bad, espeeially ad
night. Mrs., Tillmen asked them to meet at her home in Campville, where they

bave met regularly ever sinee.

By-laws sewse for the Assoeiation were formulated and read to the
members at the general or Work-day meeting end were approved by them.
Minutes of the Board meetinge ere kept, and filed. All Members paying dues

are given & reeeipt, signed by either the Seeretary or Treasurer. A duplieate
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" o eguipping it with a pump ""“i‘bltliﬁﬁ??%#:ﬁﬁé_u a water system
over most of the cemetery: planted ﬂllt ﬂm brush and serub Ir-.lf.l

were.,cleared away., The Cement block t.";'i"#‘ggiiwlghgaﬁin:iliﬁlitt;nn.

The association with special help from !rlﬁk hope lmgjiln&~ﬂn'liiitinntl

strip of land on the VWindsor side of the semelery by getting an unused

street there closed by the County Commissioners who deeded the cemetery half

of the street. On the baek side of the cemetery 104 feet were donated
on when the fence Was being

take over the

zopr [

to the cemetery association by Mr. Carl Wilkers

buili there. In 1963 The cemetery Assoeciation was® asked Vo

care of a small private cemelery mnear the— by. Three niee pienie tables

$75.,00 by the Association for the use of the ebureh
The association donated

were built at a cost of
and for the semi—anual meetings of the assoeiation.
$000,00 cash and several members and trustees of the association gave their

time and labor in building the rest rooms for the Previdence Chureh,

The Trustees of the Providence Cemetery Assoeiation at this time
sre Prank Hope, Curtis Cannady, C.C.Beckham, Mrs. R.L.Snowden, and Jaeck
0liver., The Treasurer is Mrs, Myra MaeCanon, The Secretary is Mrs. OM Tillme
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